
Buyer's guide 

TOP: This quintessenti~lIy English three-bp.droom ~onage In W~t Suss x 15 available fQr E795.000 through H1lJJlPtons International (01428 642 ~07 or hamptons.co.ukl. 
ABOVE LEFT: Mill Cottage In West Sussex IS a tour-bedroom property w,th a On" acre gardell nestled by picturesque stream. It Is available for £745,000 th,ough 
Sims Williams (01243551 368 o. slmswilllams.co.uk) ABOVE RIGKT: Five-bedroom Millboume House is a Grade II listed 17tl, century abo<.! Itlndudes 9 a(re5 of land, so 

It S perfectly set up tor country pursuits. The property 15 ort the market through Dreweatt Neate (01249 706 000 or dreweattneate.co.uk) for £2.100.000. 

seclusion. If there are no shops or neighbours 

within walking distance, make sure you have a 

vehicle capable of coping Wiltl llaI"Sh conditions to 
avord weather-enforced isolation. If you inten to 

commute, rt's a good Idea to test Ule tnp In and 

a t of rush hour Prepar yourself lor the financial 

outlay and Impact on your lime, and try to ensure 

you don't live too far from he best stalicn or 

access road (altl1ough thIS ''''ill mean you pay a 

premium for property). LMng In or Close to a 

market town is often the hap lest compromise 

between urban and country liVing. as the besl 

fea ure good amenities, but will1 a lower denSIty of 

people than a city or large town. 

Searching questions 
There's anotller reason to speak to locals before 

you buy - tlleY can be extremely helpful in tracking 

down the best homes, an:i Tn Veven offer historical 

anecdote about particular peri properties. They 

may recorYifnend estate agents, 100 - visit these 

and keep in touch regularly to ensure you heal' of 

Ihe $1 houses, or enlist the services of a 

ho finder 10 0 tI1e leg-worK for you. 
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Generally, you should avoid ar-eas affected by 

flight paths (plane noise Is more notloeable in the 
country), busy commuter Or biker roads and 

similar disruptions. Wet h out, too. for nearby 

larga farms, refuse lipS, military training rounds 

an induslr1al sl1es. These may not e not eeable 

from a quick visit. ut are likely to cause Irritation 

when you come to move 111. If you wan peace 

and qUiet, you may also want to give homes near 

popLller pubs and tourist spots a miss. Make 

sur you look at the releva t local plan, so you 

can be aware of any future road. housing an::! 

industrial development. 

Be practical - how close Is lIie local hop, 

supermarket, doctor. vet. station, taxI service, or 

bus route? If you have children, what ages do the 
local schools cover and are they good? What are 

the ravel tI~ to each, and will you become a 
fa 11ly taxi servIce? Thin carefUlly aboUI your time 

and those cold two-way winter Journeysl If you 
plan to work from home. will you have acooss to 
broadband or satellite. and is there a market 

locally for any wares you produce? 

All 01 this research will laKe lime, but. tha 's not 

10 say It can't be approached positively and 

njoyed. Movlng to ttle country wm affect your 

enti e lifestyle, so It's vital to be as sure as POSSJble 

that tt'11 tIe the I)est thing YOIl've ever done! 

Further Information 
o Le<.>nora Wolin", Ill'>! became Involved w,th property tlndlng "' thf.' mId 1980s when she advbed fTI",m ~ pi 

lJ'e Kuwa'll royal family on purchaSing melr london homes and fngll;/ (0< ,ntry hQ~ dnd estat . She h ;lnCE 

b"en I'wolved In the purchase sale. rent I and r novCll,oo of a Wide vanely 0 propel1)' 

n LL'Onot"a ana her hu~band Mark. run prop rtv fInding wrnpdl1y 5ea.chwelk rrom h('ll 18th century. Gf3d 

Jisti'd motlln central Chelmsford. Leonora proa<1lYeJy seeks the wry bt.'st names ava,lable. both on nrl 0 m. l'l, 

fOl p, Ivate clop'11.5 \0\0110 wl,h to find th Ir n xt residence In elthel fa Anqlia. the South E~t or 111 HQfI1_ 

(ou tII~5 fa. Inon) Cl;"tilils LOll 0'1245 344 844 or 109 on to searchwells.com 
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